hospital staffing. All too often, however, reasonable proposals for reform are not put into practice, and the same may happen here. Consultants will feel threatened: some will lose junior staff and long term the quality of consultant work will changeand inevitably there will be a sharpening of the contrasts between teaching and non-teaching hospitals and between popular and shortage specialties. Junior staff will not like the restriction on their freedom of choice; and overseas doctors will complain that they are being singled out for special treatment.
All these groups must surely recognise that changes are overdue, and if they reject the proposals they have an obligation to suggest alternatives. If there is too much opposition, however, committees that should be taking unpopular decisions may not do so. Furthermore, the replacement ofregistrars by consultants will be expensive, and hard-pressed area health authorities will resist such changes unless the DHSS underwrites the costs. The report deserves wide debate: but if-as seems very possible-the Royal Commission takes a similar line then there will be no excuse for further procrastination. Dickinson found an incidence of urinary tract infection in symptomatic children of between one and four per 1000 children per year. The figure is lower than in some surveys, possibly because of different criteria for "symptoms" or because of stricter bacteriological criteria, which achieved an excellent degree of reliability (though requiring a rather cumbersome culture method). More 
